TROUBLES IN THE LABOUR PARTT
nobles. Divide et impera. In practice this meant only intro-
ducing legislation which the Liberals could support. The
easiest way to avoid defeat was therefore to refrain from
introducing unpopular measures. If he had been able to veto
the initiation of controversial legislation, he might have lingered
and enjoyed the delights of Lotus-land indefinitely. It cannot
be insisted upon too often or emphasized too strongly that
MacDonald's one determination was to remain Prime Minister.
His political strategy was planned to this end and his every
action was designed to achieve this abiding and pervading
purpose. Thus he was not concerned so much about the
Liberals. He believed they would be with him in any case,
and if not he could rely on his tact and parliamentary experi-
ence to deal successfully with them. Moreover he knew that
he was going to introduce no legislation that the Liberals
could not readily support. Believing himself therefore to be
comparatively safe as far as the Liberals were concerned, he
was specially anxious to placate and propitiate the Con-
servatives. Now it happened that at the beginning of 1931,
the Conservatives were definitely hostile. Their attacks on the
Labour Party and particularly on the Labour Premier were
malicious and contemptuous. This was specially noticeable
when MacDonald came into the House. When he appeared,
a muted view-hallo passed over the Opposition benches.
His being on the Treasury Bench was an occasion for sneering
and sarcastic references. He would no sooner take his seat
than the Member who happened to be addressing the House
would notice his presence and make some reference to him in
his speech. This, of course, is the game that is always played
whatever side is in office. e I see the Prime Minister is in his
place,' a Member would say, c and I would like to draw his
attention to------'    The presence of a Prime Minister in the
House at any time elevates the debate. Members remain. A
debate must be worth while to call for such exalted patronage
and MacDonald's visits were sufficiently rare to make them
interesting.
It was significant that as the weeks passed the attacks of the
Conservatives mysteriously moderated until in the summer
the War was off and the Labour Prime Minister was treated by
the Tories, not only with courtesy but with surprising deference.
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